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CONTAGIOUS MAGIC

great care, as they have the superstitious idea that the
priests, if offended, would procure it ; and, by praying
over it, occasion the death of both mother and child,
by c praying them to death/ to use their own expres-
sion." * Again, some of the natives of South Australia
regarded the placenta as sacred and carefully put it away
out of reach of the dogs,2 doubtless because they thought
that harm would come to the child if this part of himself
were eaten by the animals. Certain tribes of Western
Australia believe that a man swims well or ill, according
as his mother at his birth threw the navel-string into
water or not8 Among the Arunta of Central Australia
the navel-string is swathed in fur-string and made into a
necklace, which is placed round the child's neck. The
necklace is supposed to facilitate the growth of the
child, to keep it quiet and contented, and to avert illness
generally.4 In the Kaitish tribe of Central Australia the
practice and belief are similar.6 In the Warramunga tribe,
after the string has hung round the child's neck for a
time, it is given to the wife's brother, who wears it in his
armlet, and who may not see the child till it can walk.
In return for the navel-string, the man makes a present
of weapons to the infant's father. When the child can
walk, the father gives fur-string to the man, who now
comes to the camp, sees the child, and makes another
present to the father. After that he keeps the navel-
string for some time longer, and finally places it in a
hollow tree known only to himgelf.6 Among the
natives on the Pennefather river in Queensland it is
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The writers add that the child has no
special connexion with the tree in after
years. We may suspect that such a
connexion did exist in former times*